NATIONAL MUSEUM OF MAN MERCURY SERIES
The L1Anse Amour Burial Mound On our first visit to the L1Anse Amour site, in July 1973, the first feature which we noticed was a concentration of boulders emerging from a patch of scrub forest beside the road which passes over the northern end of the site. We duly noted this feature, photographed it, named it Feature 1, and ignored it in favour of the pleasure of surface collecting in the extensive blowouts closer to the coast. Our camp was set up only 100 m from the structure and we walked over it every day for a couple of weeks, occasionally wondering whether or not it was natural, or perhaps the remains of some sort of dwelling. Despite the fact that we were keeping our eyes open for boulder-covered tumuli of the sort discovered near Bradore by Rene Levesque, and in fact spent a good part of one day in heavy labour dismantling a natural tumulus on a boulder beach to the west of the main L1Anse Amour site, we did not recognize this structure for what it was.
One day early in the 1974 season we found that we could not profitably employ our entire crew in the job on which we were concentrating, the excavation of the deeply buried Area 10 deposits at L1Anse
Amour, so set half of them to clearing the scrub growth and drifted sand from Feature 1. Within a couple of hours, this revealed the structure as something other than a natural feature: a vaguely circular concentration of piled boulders, measuring approximately eight m in diameter, set on the surface of a sandy terrace. Immediately to the west and north of the feature the ground surface dropped away toward the gully of the main brook running through the site, while to the east the sand and perhaps the edge of the boulder pile had been scraped away by road construction machinery.
The boulders therefore stood out slightly above -86 -the surrounding surface~ at an approximate elevation of 28 m above present sea level.
The positions of the boulders were mapped~ the structure was divided into quadrants~ and the boulders removed from the southwestern quadrant. The rocks averaged some 30 cm in diameter~ weighed perhaps 10 kg on the average~ and were piled closely together. They may have been obtained from the bed of the nearby stream~ where similar boulders are exposed by erosion revealing the underlying boulder beaches. The ancient peat horizon, layer III of our general stratigraphic profile, was found to overlay the boulders which had not been exposed by road construction and subsequent deflation. Among the boulders near the centre of the structure we found a slab of ground stone which may have been used as a whetstone, and a chunk of white quartz.
Removal of the upper layer revealed a deeper layer of similar boulders in the central part of the structure~ extending to a depth of approximately one m below the top of the mound. These were mapped and removed, revealing the upper edges of three large slab-like boulders which were set upright in a line, apparently forming the edge of a cist-like structure. Traces of red ochre were found in two places along the line of upright boulders. In order to locate the remainder of the cist, the boulders of the northwest quadrant were removed, and the excavation enlarged to include a two m strip of the eastern segment of the mound.
We duly located the other edge of the cist, a parallel line of two boulders one m north of the first line but beginning and ending 60 cm farther east than the boulders of the first line. The upper edges of these boulders were encountered at approximately 45 cm below the top of the mound, and they extended to a maximum depth of 100 cm beneath the original surface. At this point we began to have trouble with our excavation, as the sand dried and we began to get cave-ins and threatened cave-ins.
Accordingly, we enlarged our excavation to a square pit seven m on a side and centred on the original centre of the mound. This removed all of the heavy concentration of piled beach boulders in the central area, an irregular concentration some four m in diameter. The floor of the excavation was now entirely composed of sand, save for the two parallel lines of upright boulders forming the cist within which we expected to find a burial.
We were to be disappointed in this, as excavation revealed only a few traces of a black substance which might be decayed organic material, and a small patch of charcoal containing a few burned but badly deteriorated fish bones; the size of the bones suggests that they came from a fish about the size of a cod or salmon. Having excavated and removed the boulders of the cist, we were faced with a square pit with sand walls and a blank, apparently sterile, floor of sand. Rather discouraged, we nevertheless continued the excavation, and after a couple of hours of removing sterile sand we encountered a small stain of red ochre at a depth of 30 cm below the base of the cist, and 130 cm below the original surface of the mound. This ochre stain proved to derive from the back of a human skull, and a few more hours excavation revealed the entire skeleton.
The body had been buried in an extended position, directly beneath the cist-like arrangement of stones some half-metre above. It lay on its stomach, the hands at the sides, the head pointing west and turned so that the face looked to the north. A walrus tusk lay directly in front of the face, and 30 cm to the west of the head there was a pile of artifacts including four stone projectile points or knives, three socketed bone points, and a stemmed bone point. Two more stone projectile points -88 -or knives lay directly above and below the left shoulder , and a stone biface was found between the legs. A large slab of rock lay across the lumbar region of the back. More artifacts were revealed when we began to remove the skeleton. At the left side, at about the waist, were found t wo nodules of graphite stained with red ochre, apparently paint-stones, and a decorated antler artifact which may have been used as a paintgrinder or applicator. Beneath the upper chest area there was a small bone pendant, a bone whistle or flute, a few small fragments of bird bone, and a toggling harpoon-head. Beneath the sacral region lay a decorated ivory toggle. On either side of the skeleton there was a scatter of charcoal extending over an irregular area over one m in diameter, and one boulder lay at a distance of two m to the northeast of the body.
A badly decayed piece of antler, probably caribou antler, was found some two m to the southeast of the body, and a few small chunks of white quartz were scattered in the same area. The charcoal scatter indicates that the original burial pit, the wa l ls of which we could not trace in the homogeneous sand marked with stains percolating from the boulders above, was at least five m in diameter.
The skeleton was removed after noting such features as bone fusion .
By the time the skeleton had been revealed and prepared for removal, it had dried out and the bones were in extremely poor shape. Consequently, it remains only partially reconstructed in the laboratory, where Sonja Jerkic (Memorial University) has undertaken a preliminary study.
Ar tifact Descriptions
Unless otherwise noted, the artifacts described below were directly associated with the burial beneath the mound. The four larger specimens found may be variants on this "typical form", from which they diverge in being approximately twice as long and somewhat asymmetric in form. Four are of quartzite, and two of a distinctive vein quartz with orthoclase and chlorite inclusions (see Appendix II).
Biface: A rather crudely chipped biface is asymmetrically lanceolate in outline, with a straight base and a slightly broken pointed tip.
Length is slightly over 95 mm, maximum width 51 mm, and maximum thickness 12 mm. It is made from dark brown metamorphic rock. Walrus Tusk: The proximal end of this tusk is deteriorated, and the specimen appears not to have been worked; total length is 270 mm.
Paint Applicator: This object was found in association with the paint stones described above, and is heavily stained with red ochre.
It is made from the proximal end of a naturally shed small antler, perhaps caribou, and is cut to a length of 97 mm with a squared end on the main tine and a rounded end on a small subsidiary tine. A hole 12 mm in diameter has been drilled laterally through the middle of the object, and the specimen is decorated with four rows of short incised lines or hatches.
Socketed Bone Points: Three specimens are made from caribou ulnae which have been cut across at one end and the cancellous interior of the bone removed to form a socket into which one could fit a shaft.
The two complete specimens are both 125 mm long, and tapered to a flat and sharp distal tip with sharp lateral edges. 
